
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hebrew Vowels 
& Diphthongs 

 a as in far         אָ 
ץ מאֵ  kamats—long  קאָ
קואֹם  makom, place  מאָ

 a as in hut         אַ 
ח תאַ  patah—short  פאַ

ד  ad, until  עאַ
 u as in utterly       אֲ 
ח תאַ ף פאַ טאַ  ‎‎ hataf patah—very shortחאֲ

ים דאִ עאֲ  moadim, festivals  מואֹ
 i as in it          אִ 

ק יראֶ  hirik—short  חאִ
ה חאָ פאָ שְׁ  mishpacha, family  מאִ

י  i as in ski        אִ
ק יראֶ  hirek—long חאִ

י ראִ  pri, fruit  פְׁ

 e as in tell         אֵ 
י ראֵ  tsere—long  צאֵ
ר אֵ חאָ    haver, friend 

 e as in bed          אֶ 
 segol—short   סגואֹל
ראֶ   erev, evening  עאֶ

 e as in bed          אֱ 
גּואֹל ף סאֶ טאַ  hataf segol—very short  חאֲ

ים לֹהאִ  Elohim   אֱ
 o as in row   אֹ  or  ואֹ 

  holam—long  חואֹלאֶם
ה שאֶ  Moshe, Moses מאֹ

 o as in cone        אָ 
ט ץוּחאֲ מאָ ף קאָ   kamats hatuf—short 
ל  kol, all, the whole  כאָ

 o as in pope        אֳ 
ץ מאָ ף קאָ טאַ  hataf kamats  חאֲ

י מאִ  Naomi נאָעאֳ
 oo as in pool      וּ  

קוּשוּר   shuruk-long 
דוּר  siddur, prayer book  סאִ

 oo as in blue        אֺ 
בּוּץ  kubuts—short קאֺ
ים ראִ  tsurim, rocks צאֺ

 ai as in buy       אַי
יחאֲ  אַ  לאַ   Oh that! (biblical)   

 aiy as in buy      אַיאִ 
ן יאִ  yaiyn, wine  יאַ

 oi as in boy        וֹי
 goy  גוֹי

י  ei as in grey       אֵ
נאֵי פְׁ  lifnei, in front of  לאִ

י אֶ        ei as in bray 
נאֶיךָ  baneikha, your children  בּאָ

י אָ         ai as in  aisle 
נאָי דאֹ  adonai, my lord  אֲ

יוּ      uy as in gooey 
טּוּי  bituy, phrase בּאִ

וי אָ        av as in ave 
יו דאָ  yadav, his hands  יאָ

ה אָ        a as in torah 
 ְׁ   sh’va—silent, or short, slurred “e” 
 חאַ  when the last letter is     חאַ 

the vowel is “ach” not “cha” 
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